
Te Ao Hou provides the 
key to mitigating the 
negative impacts of 
Canterbury’s agricultural 
water use practices on 
downstream environ-
ments. 

Innovative technology 
combines waste run-off 
from irrigation with 
Canterbury’s largest solar 
panels to restore valued 
ecosystems.

It will connect Lake 

Ellesmere to Lake 
Forsyth’s hard sea outlet 
via a 4 km canal to a 
shared tidal estuary.

Fish migration pathways 
will be restored and food 
sources for aquaculture 

and coastal fisheries will 
be created which will 
ultimately attract South-
ern Right Whales back to 
Canterbury shores, the 
ultimate success indicator. 

To prove to Canterbury and 
the world, that a shift from 
old sun (fossil fuels) to new 
sun (solar, wind, hydro, 
biomass, tidal, wave power) is 
not only possible but very 
profitable for our environ-
ment and economy.  The 
project converts waste nutri-
ents into zooplankton, the 
universal living fish food, to 
drive aquaculture (whitebait, 
eels and other fish) and 
tourism businesses. 

Te Ao Hou is the key to re-establishing 
Canterbury’s water based food chain.  
It is a world leading sustainable model 
of holistic environmental management 
of Canterbury’s resources.  This will 
provide confidence to Canterbury’s 
residents that their valuable water 
resources are being probably utilised 
and protected now and for future 
generations.

Our project provides an international 
advantage in marketing clean-green 
agricultural and aquaculture products 
alongside numerous employment opportuni-
ties, sustainable increases in agricultural 
production, tourism attractions and an 
Olympic quality rowing venue.

Te Ao Hou brings reliable lake controls, 
flood protection, improvements in water 
quality, biological productivity and recreation 
and competition infrastructure. 
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These projects are part of the Canterbury V5 initiative which aims to identify 
five projects of regional and national significance, each potentially generating 
$100 million revenue for the region within five years and $1billion or more within 
20 years. 

Judges will select the final five Canterbury V5 projects, which will receive professional 
support and infrastructure to accelerate their development to full feasibility.  More 
information on the initiative and other projects can be found on 
www.canterburyv5.org.nz

The Canterbury V5 initiative is supported by:

With interim approval of 
consents to take water 
from the Waimakariri and 
Rakaia Rivers, Central 
Plains Water will provide 
reliable irrigation to 
hundreds of farmers on 

the Central Canterbury 
Plains. 

With a current estimated 
construction cost of $150 
million, the Central Plains 
Water scheme will be one 

of the largest current 
construction projects in 
the South Island. It will 
consist of a main headrace 
canal and distribution 
channels capable of 
irrigating 60,000ha of 

land between the Waima-
kariri River, the Rakaia 
River, State Highway 1 and 
the Malvern foothills. 

The Central Plains Water 
scheme is a one-off opportu-
nity to get things right for 
future generations.  It is 
designed to meet the region’s 
irrigation needs for the next 
100 years and benefit the 
maximum number of farmers. 
This includes properties that 
could not realistically access 
reliable irrigation. It will also 
future-proof the region’s 
economic base against 
climate change and drought. 

The scheme will bring significant 
economic benefits to Canterbury, 
including thousands of new jobs. 
Certainty of water supply gives farmers 
and investors the confidence to build 
food processing plants or other related 
infrastructure to support changes in 
land use as a consequence of having 
reliable water. 

At full production regional direct and 
indirect agricultural output is expected 
to increase by $263M per annum, 
boosting annual exports by $328M, a 
combined increase of around $591M per 
annum. This means that Christchurch 
and central Canterbury towns will 
benefit from the scheme as much as 
rural areas. 
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