
In recent years the 
aquatic health of 
Canterbury’s rivers, 
streams and aquifers has 
declined, the supply of 
water for agriculture has 
become less reliable, and 

cultural and recreational 
opportunities have 
reduced.  This has led to a 
loss of trust between the 
parties involved.
The Canterbury Water 
Management Strategy will 

restore trust by integrat-
ing planning, regulatory 
and economic mecha-
nisms to ensure water 
from new storage is used 
to:

Protect and repair the 
environment.

Balance economic 
growth with social and 
cultural needs.

Make efficient use of 
the resources employed.  

The objective of the strategy 
is to enable present and 
future generations to gain the 
greatest social, economic, 
recreational and cultural 
benefits from Canterbury's 
water resources within an 
environmentally sustainable 
framework.  

People will feel they are being 
involved in decision-making, and 
water allocation decisions will be 
resolved without resorting to the 
courts

There will be audited self-manage- 
ment of water takes and water use, 
and reduced compliance costs

Understanding and empathy 
between rural and urban communities 
will be increased.

Ecosystems and water quality will 
be progressively restored

Farmers will have access to reliable 
water, which will be used efficiently 
and productively

Opportunities for recreation and 
tourism activities will be improved

There will be an increase in annual 
regional GDP of $1.5 billion and 
16,000 jobs. 
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These projects are part of the Canterbury V5 initiative which aims to identify 
five projects of regional and national significance, each potentially generating 
$100 million revenue for the region within five years and $1billion or more within 
20 years. 

Judges will select the final five Canterbury V5 projects, which will receive professional 
support and infrastructure to accelerate their development to full feasibility.  More 
information on the initiative and other projects can be found on 
www.canterburyv5.org.nz

The Canterbury V5 initiative is supported by:

The International Student 
Village will be the catalyst 
to attract an additional 
1000 overseas interna-
tional students a year to 
Canterbury to study at 
the region’s tertiary 

institutions. The central 
city Village will be estab-
lished across two inter-
connected sites that will 
feature a balance of 
residential, teaching, 
commercial and open 

space areas. The annual 
economic impact of the 
student village will add 
$30 million plus and a 
significant number of jobs 
to the current tertiary 
international education 

contribution to the region. 
Construction of the 
Village itself is a $100 
million project which will 
help catalyse Central City 
revitalisation.

The whole of life experience 
offered by the ‘Christchurch 
International Student Village’ 
is a key determinant of why 
international and out of 
region tertiary students 
select Christchurch as their
study destination of choice.
The Christchurch Interna-
tional Student Village offers a 
world class living and study 
experience to students of all 
nationalities and cultures 
thereby creating a sustain-
able business that provides
substantial public good to the 
city.

An additional economic impact of $30 
million plus per year to Canterbury and New 
Zealand from international education.

A greater number of out of region 
students at our tertiary institutions.

A higher proportion of mature, post 
graduate, post doctorate and graduate 
diploma students.

Significant ‘spin off’ benefits to other 
sectors such as the tourism and hospitality 
sectors.

An enhanced international reputation for 
excellence in education and pastoral care.

A significant catalyst to central 
Christchurch urban regeneration and 
revitalisation from a $100 million construc-
tion project.

A greater degree of engagement of town 
and gown from more students living and 
studying downtown.

A showcase for green building and other 
sustainable technologies.

More people living and working downtown 
positively impacting current safety & 
nuisance behaviour concerns.
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